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 Q: How are the time period and the place for the payment of land appreciation tax? 
 

A: Within seven days after the signing of the contract on the transfer of a real estate, the 
taxpayer should report to the local competent tax office where the real estate is located, and at 
the same time hand in documents showing the ownership of the house and building, land-use 
right certificate, contracts on the land transfer and the sale an purchase of the house, an 
appraisal report on the real estate and other related information, and then pay the land 
appreciation tax according to the amount assessed within the time limit specified by the 
competent tax office. 
 
Whereas frequent receiving of income by taxpayer from transfer of real estates makes it 
difficult for the taxpayer to make a declaration after each transfer, the taxpayer may, upon 
approval by the competent tax department, make periodic declarations and payment of the tax. 
The time period for tax payment shall be determined by the competent tax department in 
consideration of the practical situation. 
 
Where the land appreciation tax can not be computed on actual basis for various reasons due 
to the income received from transfer of real estate before completion of the whole projects, 
the tax may be prepaid according to the rules of the local tax bureau at provincial level. A 
final settlement of tax payment shall be made upon completion of the whole projects and 
settlement of payment, with the excess refunded or the deficiency made good. 
 
The land administration department and house property administration department shall not 

handle any title change formality (such as the registration of land use right and the title 
transfer, issuance of certificate for use of state owned land) unless the taxpayers have paid 
land appreciation tax according to rules. 

 
 
 


